SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Tuesday, March 24, 2026
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
At the beginning of the Regular Meeting, Chair Vala asked that the following be included with the minutes of today’s meeting:

On behalf of the Springfield Airport Authority, owner and operator of Abrham Lincoln Capital Airport, I would like to take a moment to recognize and commend the dedicated TSA professionals serving here at Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport during this partial government shutdown.

Despite the uncertainty and the very real challenge of disrupted pay, these men and women have continued to show up each day with professionalism, focus, and an unwavering commitment to their mission. Here in Springfield, staffing levels have remained strong, operations have continued without disruption, and passenger wait times have stayed normal – something that does not happen by accident. It happens because of the integrity and dedication of our Transportation Security Officers and all TSA personnel who have chosen service over circumstance.

They are standing their post not for recognition, but because they understand the importance of their role in protecting the traveling public. Their loyalty – to their colleagues, to this community, and to our nation – is both admirable and deeply appreciated.

On behalf of all of us, thank you for your resilience, your professionalism, and your continued commitment to keeping our passengers safe and secure in the skies over America.

Thank you.

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Springfield Airport Authority was called to order by Chair Vala at 5:06 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026, in the Conference Room at Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport’s main terminal building.

PRESENT:
Frank J. Vala, Chair

Elizabeth Delheimer, Commissioner
Teresa Haley, Commissioner



Dianne Hardwick, Vice Chair




Cynthia Lamar, Commissioner 



Derrick Stapleton, Commissioner 
Mark Kinnaman, Treasurer
R. Beverly Peters, Secretary (arrived late)



Ken Boyle, Deputy Executive Director



Don Craven, Attorney



Mark Hanna, Executive Director
ABSENT:
Susan Shea, Commissioner

VISITORS:
Eric Hills, Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
Chair Vala presented the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 17, 2026.  Minutes were accepted as presented. 
Treasurer Kinnaman reported unrestricted funds projected year-end balance of $2,280,369 and actual year-to-date balance of $3,424,919, restricted funds projected year-end balance of $4,451,960 and actual year-to-date balance of $3,884,416. 

Commissioner Delheimer gave the Budget and Finance report.

Commissioner Stapleton gave the Public Safety and Military Affairs report. 

Chair Vala gave the construction report and discussed upcoming projects to include the ramp extension, Phase III of the StandardAero project and letting of the 13/31 runway rehabilitation project.

Vice Chair Hardwick reported a 2.59% increase in year-to-date passenger activity as compared to last year.

Vice Chair Hardwick reported that fuel sales for the month of February were 82,638 gallons with revenue of $9,828. Airline and retail sales remained steady. Military and Avgas sales were the only sectors to see small gains from the previous month. 
In the absence of Commissioner Shea, Executive Director Hanna reported that Aircraft Building Education Center (ABEC) has purchased two flight training aircraft and have close to 20 members in their club ready to start flight training.
Attorney Craven reported the debt owed by Mr. Roberts is on hold at this time. Mr. Craven also noted that several evictions notices have been filed.
Executive Director Hanna reported we have been approached by the Gold Star Mission on starting a new tradition of lighting of a Christmas tree to honor fallen service members; conversation with an organization that puts on air shows across the country with the possibility of the airport hosting a show in September of 2028; today marks the three year anniversary of starting the solar array, Phase I; work order has been put in by the engineer and CWLP to set the meter for Phase II; 2027 budget preparation is underway, first review next month at Committee; received notice to negotiate collective bargaining agreement with SEIU #15 for custodial staff; we did not get selected for federal electric vertical take-off and landing pilot program; signed State grants for runway 13/31 design and Public Safety Building projects; determination letter received allowing SAA to mitigate wetlands on airport.
The Regular Meeting adjourned at 5:48 p.m.
_________________________



    ______________________________

Frank J. Vala, Chair




    R. Beverly Peters, Secretary
